N. 0. GETS GOOD 

! CRIME REPORT 

! 

But Giarrusso Discloses 

April-May Increase 

New Orleans fares well in 
the January-March crime fig- 
ures just released by the Feder- 
al Bureau of Investigation. 

Three of the seven major I 
crime categories showed in- 
creases, and of these only ag- 
gravated assault recorded a 
big jump. 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoo- 
ver said that cities with 100,000- 
plus population averaged a 10 
per cent increase. 

However, Police Supt. Jo- 
seph I. Giarrusso said that 
while the figures for the first 
three months were encouraging,; 
those for April and May were! 
not. 

Major crimes in April in- 
creased by .3.2 / per. cent over 
April of 1968. May figures 
showed 2 . -19.7 per cent jump, 
“and there is every indication 
that the figures for June will 
show large increases,” Giarrus- 
so warned. 

REDUCTION IN FUNDS 

He blamed the rises on a 
reduction of police operating 
funds: 

“It is impossible for me 
to understand how I can be 
more candid about the 
crime picture in the city of 
New Orleans. We have prov- 
en, on several occasions, that 
when we are given reasonable 
funds to fill our patrol cars, 
we are able to cut into the 
local crime problem. Con- 
versely, when oub funds are 
taken 1 away from us and we 
cannot operate with maximum 
manpower, the crime rate be- 
gins to soar once again. 

“Right at this moment there 
are 24 eligible young men on 
the civil service roster who are 
eagerly waiting to be called into 
the police service. They will not 
be called because the funds to 
hire them are not available.” 
FBI COMPARISON 

The FBI comparison is 
made between January-March, 
1969, and January-March, 1968. 

In this city, aggravated as- 
saults went from 421 to 492, sub- 
stantially more than a 10 per 
cent climb, according to the 
FBI. 

The nu mber of forcible 
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the dedication and will to do the 
job, he said. 
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rapes and auto thefts also in- 
creased. 

However, homicides, rob- 
beries, burglaries and thefts 
(over $50) decreased. 

Here are three-month fig- 
ures for New Orleans released 
by Hoover: 

Murder, non-negligent man- 
slaughter, 25. during January- 
March, 1968, and 16 during Jan- 
uary-Mareh, 1969; forcible rape, 
61 and 69; 

Robbery, 592 and' 574; ag- 
gravated assault, 421 and 492; 
burglary, 2,242 and 1,990;, larce- 
ny, 2,265 and 2,040; auto theft, 
1,37 and 1,366. 

The figures are compiled by 
law enforcement authorities in 
the 154 American cities with 
more than 100,000 population 
and are released as the FBI’s 
Uniform Crime Reports. 

CRIMES OF VIOLENCE 

He said that crimes of viol- 
ence increased 15 per cent, in- 
cluding murder, up seven per 
cent; forcible rape, 12 per cent; 
aggravated assault, eight per 
' cent, and robbery, 22 per cent. 

As a group, property crimes 
climbed nine per cent, with bur- 
glary up four per cent, larceny 


($50 and over), 17 per cent, and 
auto theft, 11 per cent. 

He noted especially the 
sharp increases in robbery, 
which continues at a more 
rapid pace than other crime 
index offenses. 

Giarrusso, commenting on 
the crime picture, said:/ 

“In recent weeks there has 
been a great deal of publicity 
given . to the subject of organ- 
ized crime. A great deal of good 
has to come from this type of 
exposure. Suppressing organized 
crime is one of our responsibili- 
ties. On the other hand, I am 
also concerned with unorganized 
crime wherein murders are 
being committed, women are 
being assaulted, homes are 
being burglarized in our com- 
munity. This unorganized crime 
is a real and ominous threat to 
the citizens of this community. 
Let’s focus some attention in 
this area.” 

The fact that . policemen 
work hard, sometimes on their 
own time, to solve cases in spite 
of low salaries and manpower 
shortages means that they have 


“I believe that the citizens 
of this community must make a 
decision regarding what they 
want in the form of law enforce- 
ment in this community. Good 
law enforcement does not come 
cheap, and they must be pre- 
pared to pay for it. If they are 
prepared to pay for it, then they 
must make this known to. their 
elected officials in no uncertain 
terms.” 
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